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Another	Disney	World	Guide	Book? 

So, you’d like to learn more about the Walt Disney World Resort in 
Florida?  Maybe you’ve looked online and been overwhelmed, or 
you’ve looked at other guidebooks and been overwhelmed. 

I looked up the page length to some popular Walt Disney World 
guide books.  320 pages.  330 pages.  392 pages.  856 pages!  Don’t 
get me wrong, these are great books!  If you want to know 
EVERYTHING about Walt Disney World, then check them out!  

Maybe you don’t want to know everything.  Maybe you just want 
an introduction.  Maybe you’re going next summer, but someone 
else is planning the trip. Maybe you’re simply overwhelmed by 856 
pages.  (After all, the first edition of War and Peace was just a little 
bigger: 1,225 pages!) 

When I introduce myself to someone, I give them my name, what I 
do, and where I live.  I’ll also talk about my wife and kids.  I don’t 
tell them everything about me, like the details of my last doctor’s 
appointment, my political preferences, or the status of my bank 
accounts. 

An introduction is short and sweet.  The point of an introduction is 
to acquaint somebody with something.  It’s to scratch the surface.  

That’s what this book is – a short and sweet introduction to Walt 
Disney World.  You should read it if you want to learn the basics.  
What are the different parks?  How do I get tickets?  Where can I 
sleep and eat?   

This book isn’t going to review every hotel, restaurant, and ride at 
Walt Disney World.  That’s not what an introduction is.  I’ll throw 
in a few tips and tricks along the way and talk about some of the 
major attractions, but mostly I’m going to give you a short and 
sweet overview of Walt Disney World. 

So, I’d like to introduce you to the Walt Disney World Resort.  Not 
320 pages worth of introduction, just about 60.  
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Walt	Disney	World	in	Two	Pages 

Walt Disney World Resort is a massive resort covering over 43 
square miles in central Florida.  With the desire to build a bigger 
and better version of Disneyland and to control the complete 
surrounding environment, Walt Disney began buying Florida 
property in the 1960s.  Although he died before construction began, 
Walt’s first park, Magic Kingdom, opened its doors in 1971. 

Today, Disney World has four major theme parks, two water parks, 
a large shopping and entertainment district, an ESPN sports 
complex, over 25 hotels, two miniature golf courses and four real 
golf courses!  Add to that options for boating, fishing, bike rentals, 
carriage rides, archery, parasailing, arcades, spas, playgrounds, 
swimming pools, and much more! 

But, remember, we just want an introduction. 

The four major theme parks are: 

• Magic Kingdom (p. 8) is like Disneyland in California.  It 
has the most attractions and the highest attendance. 

• Epcot (p. 12) is a two-part park that combines a focus on 
technology and innovation with a celebration of countries 
from around the world. 

• Hollywood Studios (p. 16) is going through some major 
renovations amidst a bit of an identity crisis.  In general, it 
is a celebration of movies and television. 

• Animal Kingdom (p. 18) is a combined zoo/amusement 
park.  It has live animals and attractions that focus on 
animals and conservation. 

In addition to the four theme parks, there are two themed water 
parks: 

• Typhoon Lagoon (p. 21) is set up like a tropical island, 
complete with sand and one of the world’s largest wave 
pools.   
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• Blizzard Beach (p. 21) is themed as if a freak snow storm 
hit Florida and the water attractions are the result of the 
snow’s runoff.  It even has a ski lift! 

The shopping and entertainment district is called Disney Springs 
(p. 23).  It has a large variety of unique and chain retail stores and 
restaurants.  It is built around a lake and also has an AMC movie 
theater, Cirque du Soleil theater, and other entertainment options. 

The ESPN Wide World of Sports Complex (p. 25) hosts amateur 
and professional athletic events.  It is geared more to teams that 
travel to Disney World to compete in tournaments and 
competitions. 

Disney World’s hotels (p. 32) are divided into categories based on 
room sizes and hotel amenities.  There are Value Resorts that offer 
small rooms, quick dining, and fancifully-themed decorations. 
Moderate Resorts offer more spacious rooms, full-service dining 
and more theming.  Deluxe Resorts have options for magnificent 
suites, expensive dining, and the amenities you expect at top resorts 
around the world.  On top of these there is a campground, Disney 
Vacation Club resorts, and even non-Disney partner hotels located 
on Disney World’s property. 

Of course, there are lots of options for tickets (p. 29), dining (p. 
36), travel to get there (p. 47), and travel while you are there (p. 
49).  You’ll even find plenty of other options for entertainment (p. 
25) in case the parks aren’t enough. 

If all of this sounds like a lot and a little bit overwhelming, it is!  
But imagine, with 43 square miles to work with, Disney World has 
plenty of room for even more growth! 
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Magic	Kingdom	
Magic Kingdom is the main theme park at Disney World.  In fact, 
when some people say they are going to Disney World, they might 
just mean Magic Kingdom.  Magic Kingdom is most like 
Disneyland in California (not to mention Tokyo Disneyland, 
Disneyland Paris, Hong Kong Disneyland, and Shanghai 
Disneyland)! 

Most people who pick one theme park to attend multiple days 
choose Magic Kingdom to be that park.  Most people who only go 
to Disney World for one day choose to go to Magic Kingdom.  It is 
immensely popular, bigger in area than Disneyland in California, 
and full of a wide variety of attractions for people of all ages. 

Magic Kingdom is home to five rollercoasters, 6 boat rides, a ton 
of other unique rides and shows, character greetings, and more food 
options than you could imagine.  Add to that spontaneous street 
entertainment, nighttime fireworks, and not-so-secret traditions and 
hidden features. 

Rides at Magic Kingdom (and all of Disney World) focus on more 
than just an amusement park ride experience.  Each ride is richly 
decorated with a deep backstory.  Some rides are themed 
specifically to Disney characters and movies, while other rides are 
stand-alone attractions separate from other Disney media. 

You will be hard-pressed to find a cleaner, neater theme park in the 
world.  Light posts are continually repainted; damaged bushes are 
replaced overnight, and the cast members are trained to be some of 
the kindest people you’ll ever meet. 

Areas	in	Magic	Kingdom	
Magic Kingdom is divided into six areas.  After you go through the 
entrance, you are in Main Street, USA.  This area is full of shops 
and restaurants.  It is also one of the primary streets that parades 
pass through.  As you walk down Main Street USA you might 
encounter a barbershop quartet, old-fashioned vehicles, and plenty 
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of opportunities for pictures.  If you need a stroller or guide map, 
be sure to get those when you first enter the park. 

Cinderella’s Castle sits at the end of Main Street and serves as the 
entrance to Fantasyland.  Fantasyland has attractions that are 
geared more toward younger children, though there are some 
attractions that appeal to all ages.  Popular attractions include  

• Seven Dwarves Mine Train (a gently sloping, but fast 
rollercoaster) 

• It’s a Small World (a boat ride with nonstop music) 
• Enchanted Tales with Belle (a live-action retelling of 

Beauty and the Beast, complete with a real-life Belle and 
you and your children acting out various parts) 

There are a lot of attractions in Fantasy Land.  On top of that, you 
can even eat a character meal and get your child’s haircut – both 
inside Cinderella’s Castle. 

To the southeast of Fantasyland is Tomorrowland.  While the idea 
of “tomorrow” is probably more fitting with what tomorrow looked 
like 40 years ago, it still has popular attractions.  Some things you 
can ride are 

• Space Mountain (an indoor, dark rollercoaster) 
• Tomorrowland Speedway (a classic drive-cars-on-a-track 

ride) 
• PeopleMover (kind of like it sounds, and my personal 

favorite) 

If you’re looking for a reason to sit down for fifteen minutes and 
laugh at cartoon characters make fun of people in the audience, be 
sure to check out Monsters, Inc. Laugh Floor, where cartoons on a 
big screen actually interact with people in the audience (and do a 
good job of making fun of people in the audience!). 

On the southwest side of Magic Kingdom is Adventureland.  
Themed to inspire treks to far-off places, popular rides are 
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• Jungle Cruise (a boat ride complete with audio-animatronic 
animals) 

• Pirates of the Caribbean (another boat ride through scenes 
that inspired the movies) 

You can also climb through a life-size recreation of Swiss Family 
Robinson’s treehouse. 

Walking past Adventureland takes you to Frontierland, a 
throwback to the old west.  Popular attractions include 

• Splash Mountain (a log ride that will get you wet) 
• Big Thunder Mountain Railroad (a medium-speed 

rollercoaster through canyons and mines) 

While you are in Frontierland you might catch an old-fashioned 
shootout or ride a raft to explore Tom Sawyer’s Island (where you 
can find a break from the crowds and forget that you are having fun 
with up to 50,000 of your closest friends). 

The final area of Magic Kingdom is Liberty Square, which is made 
to represent a colonial town in early America.  Major attractions 
include 

• The Hall of Presidents (audio-animatronic representations 
of all US presidents) 

• Haunted Mansion (a ride that takes you through various 
rooms of a mansion while you watch not-too-scary ghosts 
party the night away) 

Other	Things	
All of this is just an overview of Magic Kingdom.  There are many 
more rides, a wide variety of quick service and table service 
restaurants, and a number of shows and parades.  If you have young 
children, there are several opportunities to take pictures with Disney 
characters throughout the park (be prepared for lines!).  Be sure to 
get a character and show schedule when you first enter the park.   
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Nighttime is a big deal at Magic Kingdom, concluding with a 
fireworks/projector show set to music and focused on Cinderella’s 
Castle.  Tinker Bell also makes an appearance – flying from the top 
of Cinderella’s Castle. 

Tips	
*You park a long way from the actual park.  Once you park your 
car, you have to take either a boat or a monorail from the parking 
lot to Magic Kingdom.  For that matter, the parking lot is huge and 
you might have to take a tram just to get to the boats and monorail! 

*It is smart to arrive before the posted opening time.  First, it takes 
a while to actually get to the park.  Second, they let guests in early 
to browse Main Street before they let guests into other areas of the 
park.  In addition, Magic Kingdom has a special park opening 
show/ceremony on Main Street every morning before the rest of the 
park opens. 

*It’s smart to arrive early, part 2.  The first two hours in Magic 
Kingdom can’t be beaten in terms of weather, crowds, and your 
energy.  You can see a lot with fairly low stress and quickly ride 
some rides that traditionally have long lines. 

*There are all kinds of strategies about how to best use Fastpass (p. 
46) in Magic Kingdom.  If you plan your Fastpass attractions in 
advance and get to the park early to ride your non-Fastpass rides, 
you will save yourself a lot of time waiting in line. 

*Magic Kingdom is the park that is usually open the longest.  Most 
of us aren’t used to spending 15 hours running around a theme park 
in the hot sun, so it’s a great idea to plan breaks!  Taking 2-3 hours 
out of your day to rest at the hotel, let the kids swim, and change 
your clothes, can do wonders for how you feel when you spend the 
rest of the late evening at the park. 
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Interested	in	Purchasing	this	Book?	
A Short and Sweet Introduction to Walt Disney World Resort is 
only $3.99 as an ebook (Kindle, iBooks, and Nook) and $7.99 as a 
print book (Amazon). 
You can also purchase bulk copies at a discount. 
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