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  Our Kids –
Our Responsibility

Easter

A free Easter devotional for families

By Joe Dodridge

Our Kids – Our Responsibility
When we moved our kids to plant a new church, we knew they wouldn’t have 
Sunday School, a kids program, Vacation Bible School, and the awesome 
events they had in their original church. So, we decided that it’s not the 
church’s responsibility to teach our children the Bible – it’s our responsibility. 
And… we failed.

We did a terrible job. We tried a lot of things, but nothing worked. That’s 
when I decided to write this book. This book contains three months of weekly 
Bible studies for entire families. Each study takes about 10-15 minutes and 
includes:

• Scripture with notes to help you sound smart
• Discussion questions
• A memory verse
• Prayer prompts
• A special time called “Later for Parents”

They are our kids, and they are our responsibility. Let’s stand up and take the 
responsibility of growing our kids’ faith.

***********************************************
Joe Dodridge is a pastor 
and school teacher in 
Fishers, Indiana. He, his 
wife Sara, and their kids 
joined other families to 
start Re Church in 2012.
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Why I Wrote Our Kids – Our 
Responsibility 

A few years ago my family moved to start a new church. 
Our children were spoiled in our old church – they had 
children’s programs on Sunday morning, Sunday night, and 
Wednesday night. They had Vacation Bible School once a 
year, movie nights throughout the year, sports programs, and 
a ton of other events just for kids. 
We knew that when we started our church, we probably 
wouldn’t have all of those things. We decided from the 
beginning that our kids are our responsibility. Our kids 
need to grow in their faith because of us. 
So with that conviction in our hearts we set out to be the 
primary Bible teachers to our kids. And… we failed. 
We tried family Bible reading. We tried family devotion 
books. We tried after supper. We tried at bedtime. Basically 
everything we tried failed because we weren’t really 
committed and we gave up too easily. 
So, that’s where this book series came from. I figured that 
there are probably plenty of families like us. Families who 
know they need to do something, but keep failing.  
I wanted to create a resource that is structured and teaches 
the Bible, but also has some discussion questions. I wanted 
to create a resource that people can read with children even 
if the adult doesn’t really know much about the Bible to 
begin with. I wanted to create a resource that gives parents 
something to talk about too – after the kids go to bed. I 
wanted a resource for the whole family. 
This book based on what my family did. Hopefully you will 
use it with your family: your kids, your responsibility.  
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How is Our Kids – Our 
Responsibility Different from 

Other Devotional Books? 
Have you tried daily devotions with your family and failed? 
Maybe you got behind one day and then it snowballed from 
there. Maybe you were looking for something deeper - 
something more than just a verse and a thought.  
Why don't you set up your family for success and try this 
new, creative, weekly family devotional? 
Our Kids - Our Responsibility is different from other family 
devotionals.  Written by a pastor, husband, and father of two, 
Our Kids - Our Responsibility contains devotions that go in-
depth, ask good discussion questions, and even have a part 
for parents to talk later by themselves. 
But, don't be scared that you need to be a Bible scholar.  You 
don't have to know much about the Bible to use this book! 
This book is intended for everyone - each scripture passage 
is accompanied by "Notes to Sound Smart" that explain 
difficult verses. 
************************************ 
I’ve published six months of weekly devotionals in Our Kids 
– Our Responsibility, Months 1-6 ‘Jesus’s Teachings’ and 
‘Genesis.’”  Months 1-3 explore popular teachings such as 
not being anxious, the golden rule, and judging others.  
Months 4-6 explore stories from Genesis, such as creation, 
Abraham, and Joseph. 

For more information, visit 
www.shortandsweetintroductions.com/ourkids 
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Easter Devotional 
START 
Jesus performed many miracles and taught many lessons for 
three years.  At the end of this three years, he was arrested 
and convicted to die on a cross.  Jesus didn’t do anything 
wrong to deserve to die on the cross, but some powerful 
people didn’t believe in Jesus and wanted to kill him. 
Today’s Bible passage starts with Jesus on the cross right 
before he dies.  
****************************************** 

READ 
Matthew 27:45-50 
 45Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all 
the land until the ninth hour. 46And about the ninth hour 
Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema 
sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?” 47And some of the bystanders, hearing it, 
said, “This man is calling Elijah.” 48And one of them at once 
ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on 
a reed and gave it to him to drink. 49But the others said, 
“Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” 
50And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up 
his spirit. 
Matthew 28:1-10 
 1Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day 
of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to 
see the tomb. 2And behold, there was a great earthquake, for 
an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and 
rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance was like 
lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4And for fear of 
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him the guards trembled and became like dead men. 5But the 
angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that 
you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here, for he has 
risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7Then go 
quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, 
and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will 
see him. See, I have told you.” 8So they departed quickly 
from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his 
disciples. 9And behold, Jesus met them and said, 
“Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of his feet and 
worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; 
go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will 
see me.” 
 

 

Notes to Sound Smart 
(27:45) The sixth and ninth hours refer to noon and 
3:00PM.  Therefore, it is miraculous that the land was 
dark during those hours. 
(27:47) In the last book of the Old Testament, Malachi 
prophesies that Elijah will return to turn people’s hearts 
back to God (Malachi 4:5,6).  The people in our passage 
were expecting Elijah to literally come back to life and 
perhaps save Jesus.  But, earlier Jesus identified John the 
Baptist as Elijah (Matthew 11:14) (though probably not 
actually Elijah, but rather in a prophetic sense). 
(28:1) Mary Magdalene, who was a close friend of Jesus, 
was demon-possessed before Jesus healed her.  The other 
Mary most likely refers to Mary, the mother of James and 
Joses (not the mother of Jesus and not the sister of 
Lazarus). 
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****************************************** 

DISCUSS 
• Right before Jesus died, he cried out to God, asking why 

God had forsaken him.  What does it mean to forsake 
something?  (to leave it; to ignore it) 

• The idea of God forsaking Jesus is a little mysterious.  
We know that Jesus died on the cross to pay for our sins.  
It’s kind of like Jesus took everything wrong we’ve ever 
done with him to the cross.  How do you think Jesus felt 
when he took everything you’ve ever done wrong to the 
cross?  (sad; lonely; guilty; love) 

• The Bible says that Jesus “yielded up his spirit.”  That 
means he died.  Some of Jesus’s disciples took his body 
and buried it in a cave-like tomb.  What happened three 
days later when Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
went to see Jesus’s body?  (his body was gone) 

• An angel told the women that Jesus wasn’t there.  Why 
wasn’t Jesus in the tomb anymore?  (he rose from the 
dead) 

• The Bible says that the women were full of fear and joy 
at the same time!  Can you imagine what it would have 
been like to hear that Jesus raised from the dead?  Do 
you think they had a hard time believing it? 

• What did Jesus do so that the women would believe he 
was alive?  (he met with them and talked to them)  

• Only God could perform such a miracle like this.  Jesus, 
who was dead, was alive again!  He became alive 
because he is the Son of God.  Since Jesus is the son of 
God, can you believe everything that Jesus says? 

(28:10) Jesus was crucified in Judea.  Jesus told his 
disciples to go back to Galilee, which was Jesus’s home 
area and where he performed most of his ministry during 
his life. 
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****************************************** 

MEMORIZE 
Matthew 28:5-6a - “5But the angel said to the women, “Do 
not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was 
crucified. 6He is not here, for he has risen.” 

****************************************** 

PRAY 
First, ask everyone for things to pray about as a family.  
Then… 

• Thank God that Jesus died on the cross for your sins. 
• Thank God that Jesus rose from the dead. 
• Pray that you will believe in and trust in Jesus. 
• Pray for your prayer requests. 

****************************************** 

LATER FOR PARENTS 
Sometimes we are good at teaching our children stories from 
the Bible that teach them how to live.  For example, we 
easily teach our children to love others, how to forgive 
others, and not to lie. 
But, some of us struggle when it comes to teaching our 
children about some of the spectacular miracles in the Bible.  
Whether it’s Jonah and the whale, Noah and the flood, or the 
resurrection of Jesus, our own doubts, uncertainties, and 
questions cause us to struggle. 
It comes down to your faith.  If you’re a Christian, then you 
believe that Jesus is God and did all of these things.  1 
Corinthians 15:17 says “And if Christ has not been raised, 
your faith is futile and you are still in your sins.”  If we don’t 
believe in Jesus’s resurrection, then we don’t have anything 
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to believe in at all. 
Be sure in what you believe – even if you don’t have all of 
the answers.  If we believe that Jesus raised from the dead, 
then we can believe all of the other amazing things in the 
Bible as well. 
We have to be careful when we teach these things to our kids 
that we don’t sound like we are teaching another story like 
Santa Clause or the Tooth Fairy.  Our faith is real and our 
conviction in what we believe needs to be real too! 
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Leading Children to Christ 
One of the simplest ways to help children understand 
salvation is by using the ABCs. 

A – Admit that I am a sinner 
B – Believe that Jesus died for my sins 

C – Confess that Jesus is Lord 
A – ADMIT. Talk with your children. See if they understand 
the reason that they need saved. Most kids think about it in 
terms of going to heaven – help them understand that we 
can’t go to heaven when we die because our sin separates us 
from God. 
B – BELIEVE. Now, help them realize that being stuck in 
our sin and separated from God forever stinks. That means 
we need a way to get to God. Teach them that there’s nothing 
we can do on our own to get to God. It doesn’t matter how 
good we try to be, we still can’t be good enough for God. 
That’s why God sent Jesus to die for us. Jesus’s death on the 
cross covered up our sin – he paid the price for our sin. And, 
even cooler than that, Jesus rose from the dead on Easter 
because he was perfect and never sinned. 
C – CONFESS. It’s not enough to know that Jesus paid for 
our sins – we have to decide to have faith in Jesus. Faith 
means to completely trust in Jesus. This is where we make 
Jesus the Lord (in charge) of our lives. We confess by stating 
it – many people state it with a prayer. 

 
Here is a sample prayer you might pray… 
God, I know that I am a sinner and I know that there isn’t 
anything I can do to make up for that. I also believe that 
Jesus came to earth, died on the cross to pay for my sins, 
and rose from the dead. Today I confess to you and the world 
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that I believe that Jesus died for my sins and I want to give 
control of my life to Jesus. I choose to follow Jesus and have 
him live in my heart. 
 

Here are some verses you might use: 
Romans 3:23 “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God.” 
Romans 3:10 “as it is written: ‘None is righteous, no, not 
one.’” 
Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift 
of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
Romans 5:8 “but God shows his love for us in that while we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 
John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life.” 
Romans 10:9-10, 13 “9because, if you confess with your 
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For with the 
heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one 
confesses and is saved. 13For ‘everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord will be saved.’” 
Acts 4:12 “And there is salvation in no one else, for there is 
no other name under heaven given among men by which we 
must be saved.” 
Luke 19:10 “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save 
the lost.” 
John 14:6 “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, 
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me.’” 
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Did you enjoy this free devotional?  If so, 
then please consider purchasing  

 
 

Visit 
www.shortandsweetintroductions.com/ourkids 

for more information.  
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About the Author 
My name is Joe Dodridge and I live in Fishers, Indiana. My 
full-time job is a high school teacher. I’m also the pastor of 
a small, new church. I’m married and we have two children. 
I write both travel books and Christian devotionals. 
My writing “career” really started in eleventh grade when I 
wrote that year’s first essay for English. My teacher gave me 
my rough draft back with over half of it crossed out and told 
me what I wrote was useless. I went on to get a C on that 
first paper and it was the beginning of a brutal boot camp 
experience of learning how to properly write. (split infinitive 
– it’s OK!) 
After countless papers in college and graduate school, my 
graduate thesis advisor was the daughter of an English 
professor and a journal editor. So, I went through boot camp 
2.0. 
In 2007, I started writing a daily devotional online. I bought 
a website and wrote over 150 devotionals.  
Since then, I’ve written a lot of things that haven’t made it 
out of my computer until July 2017 when I wrote my first 
book, A Short and Sweet Introduction to Walt Disney 
World Resort: 2017-2018. That book came out of my love 
for Disney World, my love for travel, and my desire to 
finally get a book written. 
Since my first book, my writings have focused on two areas: 
Christian family living and travel books. 
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Other Books by Joe Dodridge 
250 Tips and Tricks for Walt Disney World Resort 
(January 2018) 
The problem with most tips books is they 
aren’t full of that many tips.  This book gives 
you over 250 tips – no stories about tips, just 
tips. 
Our Kids – Our Responsibility, Months 1-6 
“Jesus’s Teaching” and “Genesis” (January, 
March 2018) 
If you’re like our family, you’ve tried daily 
devotions and failed.  This weekly family 
devotional goes more in-depth and provides 
an extra time just for parents.  
A Short and Sweet Introduction to Walt Disney 
World Resort: 2018 (February 2018) 
Most Disney World guide books read like 
encyclopedias – too much information and 
not enough introduction.  This second 
edition, 60-page guide book introduces you 
to the parks, hotels, dining, and more 
without overwhelming you! 
A Short and Sweet Introduction to Indianapolis: a 
travel guide for Indianapolis (March 2018) 
Other Indy travel books were written too 
long ago!  This new book introduces you to 
Indianapolis – where to go, what to do, and 
more! 

  

Are you looking for an introduction to Walt Disney World Resort?  

Maybe when you look at a guidebook or visit a website, it’s kind 
of like drinking water from a firehose – too much information 
and too little introduction.  An introduction should be brief – not 
giving you hundreds of pages full of every detail.  

This second edition will introduce you to Walt Disney World 
Resort: the parks, types of resorts, dining, tickets, and a lot of 
tips and tricks.

This isn’t a guidebook that tells you about every ride, every 
resort and what to order at every restaurant.  Instead, this 
guidebook is an introduction.

If you aren’t looking for the War and Peace version of a Walt 
Disney World Resort guidebook, then this is the book for you!

www.shortandsweetintroductions.com
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Future Book Projects  
A Disney World Combo Book! – A Short and Sweet 
Introduction to Walt Disney World Resort AND 250 Tips 
and Tricks for Walt Disney World Resort 

Our Kids – Our Responsibility, Months 7-12 
A Short and Sweet Introduction to Washington DC 

Just For You… 
Join my email list for book updates at 
shortandsweetintroductions.com/email  

 
Share this book on Facebook, Twitter, or 
Instagram. 

 
 


